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16 July 2020 
 
Solar Desal Prize Review Committee 
 
Re:Re:Re:Re:    Jont Allen Entry | Desalination of Sea Water, Nature’s WayJont Allen Entry | Desalination of Sea Water, Nature’s WayJont Allen Entry | Desalination of Sea Water, Nature’s WayJont Allen Entry | Desalination of Sea Water, Nature’s Way    
    
Dear Review Committee: 
 
Burns & McDonnell is excited about the opportunity to partner with Jont Allen and his Burns & McDonnell is excited about the opportunity to partner with Jont Allen and his Burns & McDonnell is excited about the opportunity to partner with Jont Allen and his Burns & McDonnell is excited about the opportunity to partner with Jont Allen and his 
University of Illinois at Champaign Urbana Team on this unique and innovative project.University of Illinois at Champaign Urbana Team on this unique and innovative project.University of Illinois at Champaign Urbana Team on this unique and innovative project.University of Illinois at Champaign Urbana Team on this unique and innovative project.  
The idea of transforming salt water to usable fresh water using only solar energy and other 
readily available evaporation technologies is truly innovative and could be generationally 
groundbreaking. Jont and his team have developed a scalable plan that can address the current 
challenges around de-salinization and Burns and McDonnell is prepared to support this team in 
their effort to transform the current plan into a reality.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Clifford, PEPatrick Clifford, PEPatrick Clifford, PEPatrick Clifford, PE, , , , Regional Global Practice ManagerRegional Global Practice ManagerRegional Global Practice ManagerRegional Global Practice Manager    ||||    WaterWaterWaterWater    ||||    Burns & McDonnellBurns & McDonnellBurns & McDonnellBurns & McDonnell    
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About Burns & McDonnellAbout Burns & McDonnellAbout Burns & McDonnellAbout Burns & McDonnell  
Our engineers, construction professionals, scientists and consultants do more than simply plan, design and 
construct. With a mission unchanged since 1898 — to make our clients successful — our professionals 
partner with clients to take on the toughest challenges, constantly working to make the world an even 
more amazing place. Based in Kansas City, Missouri, Burns & McDonnell has more than 55 offices 
nationwide, allowing us to provide innovative, timely 
and cost-effective service to clients.  
 
With over 7,500 employee-owners, we provide 
comprehensive services for all markets in the 
engineering and construction sectors including:  
Water & Transportation, Environmental, Construction, 
Aviation, Governmental, Military & Municipal, 
Commercial, Retail & Institutional, Manufacturing  
& Industrial, Oil & Gas and Power. 
 
Industry Rankings & Recognitions  
Burns & McDonnell has a reputation for providing  
quality service and innovative solutions to clients. Engineering News-Record (ENR) ranks Burns & 
McDonnell in the top 2 percent of the leading 500 US design firms and the top one-third of the leading 
program management firms, design-build firms, construction management-for-fee firms and construction 
management-at-risk firms. In 2019, ENR Midwest named Burns & McDonnell No. 2 Designer of the Year. 
Also in 2019, 28 of our specific industry services earned spots in the top 30 in their field in ENR’s industry-
specific rankings. 

 


